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Purpose of the Survey

The kidnap-murder case of a girl in Nara Prefecture last November came as a shock to many people
in Japan. As the arrest of the perpetrator shed light on the circumstances surrounding the case, the
recidivism rate of sex offenders came into the spotlight, raising some questions about the current crime
recurrence prevention system. This prompted a decision by the Ministry of Justice to begin providing
police with information on the release of sex crime offenders against minors under age 13 from June
2005 onwards.

Of late, measures to maintain public security as well as community-based efforts to that end, not
limited to crime recurrence prevention measures targeted at sex crime offenders, are seen to be widely
spreading across Japan. According to the 2004 White Paper on Police, the number of penal code
offences known to police dropped by around 2% in 2002 from the preceding year. In the five-year
period between 1997 and 2002, however, the number of street robberies soared 2.0 times, indecent
assaults on the streets 2.1 times, and break-in robberies and larcenies in private homes 1.4 times.

How is the increasing number of crimes affecting people’s thinking? Given the aforementioned
circumstances, the latest Internet-based survey was conducted with the purpose of quantitatively
understanding ordinary citizens’ perception of public security. The research particularly focused on
people’s thoughts about the causes of the deterioration in public security and the degree to which
people take into account such values as human rights and privacy protection in ensuring public security.
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Dream up the future

Outline of Survey

B Implementation of survey

Date of survey: March 15 — 16, 2005

Survey method: Internet questionnaire survey

Survey target: NRI Internet research monitors

B Attributes of Respondents

Gender Marital status Occupation
No. of respondents % No. of respondents | % lo- of respondents. %6
Male 501 501 Not married 370 314 Company employee 375 31.8
Female 589 49.9 Married 810 68.6 Student 23 4.5
Towl| 1180 1000 roa| a0 oo | EEERLE S 128 108
Public service employee 38 3.2
Age Region Doctor/medical personnel 18 15
No. of respondents % No.of Respondentd % CCO; mnp: ag n:y d; |!reqceto: : ] 3134 i;
20-24 86 7.3 Hokkaido 59 5.0 Teacher 15 1.3
25-29 209 17.7 Tohoku 50 42 Lawyer/accountant 0 0.0
30-34 99 8.4 Kanto 499 423 Agriculture/forestry/fisheries 7 0.6
35-39 137 11.6 Chubu 166 141 | Part-time worker 29 25
40-44 138 117
4o 4o o 51 Kinki 247 20.9 LcJ)nemployed 92 7.8
ther 61 5.2
50 - 54 170 14.4)  [Chusoku 8 a9 Total 1,180 100.0
55_59 98 8.3 Shikoku 27 2.3 * *
60 or over 148 125 Kyushu/Okinawa 74 6.3
Total 1180 100.0 Total 1,180 100.0

®This questionnaire survey was conducted by utilizing a questionnaire service that uses the Internet. It should be noted, therefore, that the people
targeted by the survey frequently use the Internet and have a relatively high degree of Internet literacy.
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Summary (1)

®  Respondents who said that public security “Became worse” in Japan in the last two to three years took up the majority at 53.1%.
With the 36.4% who said that public security “Became much worse,” a combined total of 89.5% of respondents held the
perception that public security had deteriorated. By age, the proportion of respondents who said that public security “Became
much worse” reached 40% among people aged 50 or older, indicating a broad trend that the perception of public security
deteriorating grew with people’s age.

®  Causes for the deterioration cited by those who said that public security “Became worse” or “Became much worse” were moral
degeneration in society at large (60.9%), an increase in the number of foreigners illegally staying in Japan (57.8%), and lack of
communication in households (57.0%), in that order. Many people see causes of crime in households more than in school
education.

®  Regarding felonious crimes such as robberies and homicides and crimes by minors, over 90% of respondents feel the number of
crimes increased. A majority of respondents also feel that there is a marked increase in cyber crimes and card crimes such as the
recently recognized social problem of fraud involving cash transfer requests posing as relatives and credit card skimming, both of
which are occurring frequently.

®  Asked about security measures being taken at the household level, over 40% of respondents said they regularly take conscious
actions on security, such as avoiding walking alone at night and checking on neighbors. However, less than 10% of respondents
are currently considering using security services offered by security companies or introducing new security equipment for their
homes such as remote home surveillance using network cameras.

®  As for security measures for children on their way to school, school road patrolling, community residents accompanying children,
and going to and leaving school in groups are considered effective. On the other hand, there are no particularly high expectations
about equipment improvements in school facilities such as installing security cameras or self-locking school gates.
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Summary (2)

®  |ess than 5% of respondents said that they actually participate in crime prevention activities such as patrols and visits to households by
community residents, while 48.3% replied that they would participate if asked. The participation rate in such activities was highest
among respondents in their 40s. However, those in the 60 and older age group showed the highest response rate in saying “Want to
actively participate,” raising hopes for participation by the elderly in crime prevention activities going forward.

®  Anoverwhelming majority were positive about the installation of security cameras in communities, saying that “they should definitely
be installed” (18.6%) and “they should be installed under certain conditions” (70.3%), indicating high expectations of the deterrent
effects of such cameras.

®  Asked to evaluate police activities, respondents gave more positive replies than negative replies about emergency responses to reports
to police, criminal investigations, and arrests of perpetrators. However, a majority of respondents gave negative replies to questions
about crime prevention efforts by police. Combining replies describing efforts as “not so commendable” and “not commendable at all,”
the lowest rating went to measures for victims (71.7%), followed by crackdown on foreigners illegally staying in Japan (63.3%), and
police patrol (61.2%).

®  Asked about an initiative to increase the number of police officers to eliminate unstaffed police boxes, 30.7% said that it was
“effective” in improving public security. Combined with 56.1% who said that it was “somewhat effective,” over 80% of respondents
appreciated the increase in police officers to a certain degree.

® Inrelation to disclosure of information regarding people with a history of sex crime offenses, about 90% agreed that the information
should be shared outside the Ministry of Justice as well. Furthermore, 45.9% of respondents said that the information should be
extended to other parties besides the police. Of these, 15.3% said that community residents should be allowed to see the information,
and 13.6% said that the information should be disclosed for access via the Internet.

®  As for the present social trend for strengthened efforts to maintain public security, 32.9% of respondents said that such efforts should
be promoted aggressively, 34.2% said that they are unavoidable for securing safety. These results indicate that people by and large are
positive about the trend toward reinforced public security while entertaining some concern about becoming a surveillance society.
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Dream up the future

Perception of Public Security

Respondents who said public security “Became worse” in Japan in the last two to three years were in the majority
at 53.1%. With 36.4% of respondents saying that public security “Became much worse,” a combined 89.5% of the
total hold the perception that public security is deteriorating.

In contrast, those who said that public security “Became much better” or “Became better” made up less than 1% of
the total. Another fraction of 8.6% said that they see “No change” in public security. These results indicate that
ordinary citizens hold the perception that public security is certainly deteriorating.

Q1: How do you think public security in Japan has changed in the past two to three years?
(single answer)

8.6 53.1 36.4 1.2
0.6
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
N=1180
O Eecame much = Eecame I No change [ Became O Became much @ Don’t know
etter etter worse worse
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Perception Public Security (by Age)

By age, the proportion of respondents saying that public security “Became much worse” reached 40% among people aged
50 or older, while the proportion of respondents giving the same answer was 14% among people in their early 20s.

By contrast, the proportion of respondents who said that public security “Became better” was nearly 20% among people in
their early 20s, the highest among all age groups. These results indicate an overall trend that the perception of public

security deteriorating grew with people’s age.

Q1: How do you think public security in Japan has changed in the past two to three years?
(single answer)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
20-24 19.8% |‘ 60.5% ‘| 12.0% | 5.8%
25-291 :% oA 49.8% | 33.5% 1.9%
30-34100% 9.1% | 53.5% | 36.4%
35-30 | 7.8% | 59.1% | 33.6%
40— 44 8.7% | 50.7% | 38.4% 2.2%
4529 | 639 ] 66.3% | 26.3%
50_541.142% 53.5% | 42.9% 1/2%
55 - 59 75.1%| 51.0% | 43.9%
60 oroverO.T% 8.1% | 42.6% | 48.6% N=1180

ecame much ecame No change Became Became much ,
H Eetter Eetter = ge m pecan O gecar -1 Don’t know
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Dream up the future

Perception of Public Security (by Region, Metropolitan Residents)

® By region, the combined proportion of respondents who said that public security “Became worse” or “Became much worse”
was the highest (92.0%) in Tohoku and the lowest (84.5%) in Chugoku. The proportion of those who said that public security
“Became much worse” was low in the Chugoku and Shikoku regions (20.7% and18.5%, respectively) relative to other
regions, while the proportion of “No change” was 12.1% and 11.1% respectively in these two regions, against the single-digit

percentages in all other regions. These results indicate that the perception of public security has not deteriorated in Chugoku
and Shikoku.

®  There is no large discrepancy in the perception between residents in metropolitan areas and other areas. The perception of
public security can be assumed to be deteriorating generally irrespective of the size of regions.

Q1: How do you think public security in Japan has changed in the past two

{0 three years? (single answer) Q1: How do you think public security in Japan has changed in the past two

to three years? (single answer)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
: : ; ; , , ; , , ) 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Hokkaido 1/7%6.8% | 47.5% | 42.4% [ : : : : : : : :
Tohoku | 80K | 58.0% | 34.0% | Metropolitan, o o o o L
areas
Kanto | 84% | 50.3% | 39.7% (]
Chubu || 84% | 58.4% ] 31.9% |
Kinki12%8.1% | 51.4% | 37.7% || Otherareas || 8.1% 54.5% 35.6%
Chugoku | 12.1% | 63.8% | 20.7% L
Shikoku 11.1% 70.4% 18.5% Became ,
i I ‘ ‘ " Egt%gp]e much & Eeet(t:glrﬂne = Nochange = worse E &,%?S@e much . o Don’t know
Kyushu/|4s 9.5% | 52.7% 36.5% l
Okinawa ‘ * Metropolitan areas refer to government-designated cities and 23 districts of Tokyo.
= Eecame much = Eecame ® Noch o Became 5 Became much o Don’t know N=1180
etter etfer -~ Nochange = worse worse

N=1180
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Dream up the future

Reasons Why Public Security Became Worse

® Respondents who said that public security “Became worse” or “Became much worse” cited moral degeneration in society at
large (60.9%), an increase in foreigners illegally staying in Japan (57.8%), and lack of communication in households (57.0%),

in that order, as causes of deterioration.

® While only 28.9% of respondents cited school education as the cause of deteriorating public security, 57% cited lack of
communication within households. These results indicate that many people see the causes of crime more in households than in

school education.

Q2: What do you think are the causes of deteriorating public security in Japan?
(multiple answers)

Moral degeneration about law compliance in society at large
An increase in foreigners illegally staying in Japan,

Lack of communication in households,

Overflow of information via media and the Internet
Worsening economic conditions

Lenient punishment of crime offenders

Thinning neighborly ties

Inadequate rehabilitation of crime offenders

Expanding organizations of crime syndicate and theft rings
Inadequate police crackdown

Inadequate school education
Others

Don’t know
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Dream up the future

Changes in Frequencies of Crimes by Crime Type

When asked about changes in the recent
incidence of crimes by crime type, the
majority of respondents felt a marked
increase in unconventional crimes, or
crimes that have been occurring frequently
enough of late to become social problems,
such as cyber crimes and card crimes such
as fraud involving cash transfer requests
posing as relatives and credit card
skimming.

Over 90% of respondents who said that
felonious crimes such as robberies and
homicides as well as crimes by minors are
“increasing” or “increasing markedly” feel
that crime is increasing.

In contrast, 12% of respondents said that
traffic accidents and traffic violations are
decreasing, indicating their perception that
there has been improvement in this area
compared with other types of crime.

Q3: How do you think criminal and social phenomena in Japan have changed compared
with two to three years ago? (single answer to each question)

Frauds such as cash transfer requests posing as relatives and

illegal business practices

Skimming and other cash card, credit card crimes.
Cyber crimes using Internet
Counterfeit currency (forged banknotes)

Break-in thefts such as picking and sneak theft

Crimes by minors under age 20 governed by the juvenile law

Child abuse | 9.

Heinous crimes such as robberies, homicides
Kidnapping, snatching of children, molestation
Sex crimes such as groping, rape, indecent assaults

Violent crimes such as assaults and batteries, injuries

Vehicle break-ins and theft, stealing of motorbikes and

automobiles [*

Selling and abuse of law-evading drugs

Drug-related crimes, including trading and abuse of
narcotics, stimulants |/

Domestic violence

Terrorism by international terrorist groups

Heinous traffic offences such as drunken driving accidents
and hit-and-run accidents

I1legal possession of handguns and other firearms and
shooting incidents

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
5 ®s | 9 i
Y | 64.0 |

46 2.4 | 534 1

75.7| 434 | 48.6 1

87| 4.2 41.2 1l
75/ X 4.2 1
9.3 | 42 | 3.2 I
14 48.6 | 2.4 |

ig.ol 48.4 | 205 1l

e [ 0.8 | 3%.2 I

03] 5.2 | 3.2 [

[ i | 48.2 | 2.9 .
206 | 4.2 | 2 ] 1
e 1.6 | a1 | |
| 80 | 22

[l %0 | 2.0 | 51 |48 |

120 | 3.1 [ a0 [

[i 3.3 | %.8 | 126 ][99 ‘

N=1180

Decreasin i [¢] Increasin Increasin ’
= mar&ecﬁyg Decreasing [ (’:Ymnge H g C markedllyg [ Don’t know
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Dream up the future

Actual Circumstances of Security Measures at the Household Level

®  \When asked about the kinds of security measures being taken at the household level to respond to the perception that
public security is deteriorating, over 40% of respondents could be seen taking security-conscious actions in their
everyday lives such as avoiding walking alone at night, or checking up on neighbors.

® On the other hand, less than 10% of respondents are currently considering using security services offered by security
companies or introducing new security equipment for their homes, such as remote home surveillance using network

cameras.
Q4: Are you using products or services for security purposes, or taking any actions in
your daily life? (single answer to each question)
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
Taking behavioral action such as avoiding walking alone at night 43.3 10.0 20.3 20. 4 3.2,
Cooperating among residents such as exchanging greetings with the, 42.0 12.8 25 4 13.4 | s %
neighbors and checking up on each other
Taking up action for protecting one’s home against intrusion such as utilizing' 176 17.3 37 1 92 9 4 4
crime prevention measures for glass windows and locking entranceways
Keeping portable security goods such as burglar alarms and. | g 5 4579 38 7 33 4 3 7 L
protection sprays 8.
Moving into apartments and residential areas with stationed guards ‘
or 24-hour surveillance functions [ 149 o 531 22
Using home security service offered by security companies ; 8.7 31.8 49.7 10, 4
Remote surveillance at home during one’s absence by network; |5 4 32,9 50.5 668 8
cameras
[ Already being carried out = Want to carry out in the near future 2 Seems effective but not sure whether or not yet to carry out N=1180

= No Specia| p|ans to carry out as of now | Bi)n’t think it’s important tocarryoutat [ Don’t know
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Efforts to Protect Children against Crimes

®  Following news reports about a succession of crimes involving children on their way to school, respondents were asked to
assess the effectiveness of crime prevention efforts. Patrolling of school roads and community residents accompanying
children to school were considered to be the most effective. Going to and leaving school in groups was also considered fairly
effective when combining the responses of those who said “effective” or “somewhat effective.”

®  The survey results indicate that measures to protect children on their way to school are considered more effective than
revamping school equipment such as the installation of security cameras at school facilities or self-locking school gates.

Q5: How do you feel about the effectiveness of measures to protect children against crime?

(single answer to each measure)
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Security checks of school roads and community residents
accompanying children to school

Going to and leaving school in groups 41.5

stablishment of “home for children’s emergency call”
(Private homes to protect children fleeing for shelter)

Installation of security cameras at school facilities 19. 4 3.8

Children carrying GPS-equipped school bags and cell phones 18.6 .5

Self-locking school gates, or locking school gates during class hours 17.7 6.6

N=1180

i Somewhat Sljghtl ‘ t . on’t
O Effective eﬁ‘ectlve e#gcttl\)/e = g#?ectlve = Eno
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Dream up the future

Security Measures through Cooperation between Community Residents

A little less than 5% of respondents are actually participating in voluntary crime prevention activities such as patrols and visits

to households by community residents, while 48.3% of respondents, or nearly half of the total, said that they “Will participate
if asked.”

® When combining respondents who said “Already participating,” “Want to actively participate” or “Will participate if asked,”
it is believed that 56.9% of ordinary citizens are positive about participating in such activities.

Q6: Do you want to participate in crime prevention activities such as patrolling by
community residents? (single answer)

4.9 3.7 48.3 23.5 9.3 5.8 4.4
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
N=1180
LI Already participating B Want to actively participate  E Will participate if asked
E1 Not sure about participating B Egt?&tp g%lertlcularly want to 7] Do not want to participate
L Don’t know
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Dream up the future

Security Measures through Cooperation between Community
Residents (by Age)

® Looking at the willingness of community residents to participate in crime prevention activities by age, the rate of actual
participation was the highest for respondents in their 40s, while respondents in their 20s and other young age groups are
largely negative toward participation.

®  While community-based crime prevention activities are currently seen to be undertaken mainly by those in their 40s, the age
group that showed the highest rate (6.1%) of replying “Want to actively participate” was 60 and older, raising hopes for active
participation by the elderly in crime prevention activities going forward.

Q6: Do you want to participate in crime prevention activities such as patrolling by
community residents? (single answer)

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
20-24 . 453 | | 20,1 ‘ 93 B
25-29 - 49.8 | 230 Bl B
30— 34 ol 50.5 | 26.3 [ o [ 40
s5_39 | 58 a4 423 | 27.0 BEE B
40— 44 Tos 20 46.4 | 23.2 [ a0 | 0 |5
w49 | 118 . 516 | 14.7 | 95 | 63 [a]
so-s5¢ | o5 [B8) 459 | 259 EE D
55_55 [To0 A 480 | 235 | s

s00rover. | 6 el 54.7 | 18.9 [ 61 B e
N=1180
0 Already participating B Want to actively participate & will participate if asked  © Not sure about participating
© Do pot particulrly want to- & Do not want o partcipate (1 Don't know
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Dream up the future,

Pros and Cons about Security Camera Installation in Communities

®  Asked about the pros and cons about security cameras that municipal governments are increasingly installing across
Japan, positive replies saying “they should definitely be installed” (18.6%) and “they should be installed under certain
conditions” (70.3%) exceeded negative replies. This indicates that many people think that security cameras are
contributing to maintaining public security in communities.

®  Given that 70% of respondents qualified their positive views with “under certain conditions,” there is a seeming call
for a rules-based appropriate installation for use of security cameras in communities.

Q7: What do you think about the installation of security cameras on the streets in your
community? (single answer)

0.9
18.6 4.5
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
hould pe installed i , N=1180
- deflehy CHlH ESndaned under B hoyldgotbe £ Others [ Dortknow
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Impact of Security Camera Installation in Communities

®  Asked about the impact of the installation of security cameras in communities, the largest proportion of 75.3% said that
they expect a deterrent effect in the incidence of crime.

®  On the other hand, however, many respondents voiced their concern about intrusion of privacy (51.0%) and the release of
personal information through exposure of recorded images (37.5%)

Q8: What impact do you expect of the installation of security cameras?
(multiple answers)
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Have the effect of deterring crime

Lead to arrests of perpetrators and early solution to crime cases by
offering information useful in criminal investigations

Cause intrusion of privacy

Personal information is leaked through exposure of recorded images

Others

Don’t know

N=1180
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Dream up the future,

Police Efforts to Maintain Public Security

® How are ordinary citizens evaluating police efforts at a time when public security is deteriorating? Asked to evaluate police
efforts by type of police activity, respondents gave more positive replies than negative replies about emergency responses to
110 calls and others, criminal investigations, and arrests of perpetrators.

®  Negative replies outweighed positive ones for other crime prevention activities by police. Combining replies saying that
police activities were “not so commendable” and “not commendable at all,” measures for victims (71.7%), crackdown on
foreigners illegally staying in Japan (63.3%) and police patrol (61.2%) were rated lowly, in that order.

Q9: How do you evaluate police activities? (single answer to each item)
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

1.7 14.2
calls and others 1.7

Traffic safety regulations against illegal parking, drunken driving, etc. 8
Resident police officers in police boxes and their attitude 4 20. 1 73

11060

Emergency responses to incidents and accidents through emergency

o

Criminal investigations and arrests of perpetrators 2 1.0

Provision and disclosure of crime information, such as preparation of g
crime maps

1.9 | 11.6

Neighborhood patrol and visits to households 2 L2118 5.9

Safety measures for schoolchildren at schools and on school roads 2 18.9 11.9
Crackdown on crime syndicates 2 22.9 11.8

Crackdown on foreigners illegally staying in Japan 2 24.6 | 12.8

Responses to community residents’ inquiries about safety, damage [ 211 |” T

from crimes ¢ :
Anti-terrorism measures B
Provision of information and counseling to crime victims (including bereaved [ 339 : [ 5.8

relatives), measures to support and secure the safety of crime victims

N=1180

Full Commendabletoa [ Not so Not .
O con%nendable certam degree cohendable | g?g”nendablem Don’t know
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Dream up the future,

Expectations for Increasing Numbers of Policemen

® Asked about an initiative to eliminate unstaffed police boxes and increase the number of police officers, 30.7% said
that it “was effective” in improving public security. Combined with 56.1% who said that it “was somewhat

effective,” over 80% of respondents appreciated the increase in police officers and hoped that the measure would
help improve public security.

Q10: Do you think efforts to eliminate current problem of police boxes without police
officers for hours by increasing the number of police officers are effective in
improving public security? (single answer)

30.7

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

. ; t . ’
C Effective m SgTewhat = Not very effective 1 N9 . . 1 Don’t know N=1180
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Disclosure of Information on People with a History of Sex Offenses

® Regarding the Ministry of Justice’s plan to provide police with information on people with a history of sex crime
offenses from June 2005 onward, about 90% of respondents support the Justice Ministry’s sharing of such information

with other government agencies and other concerned parties.

® Regarding who should be provided with such information, respondents who said that only police should receive such
shared information were limited to 44.2% of the total, with a larger 45.9% of respondents saying that the information

should be provided to concerned parties other than police.

®  Of the respondents, 15.3% said that community residents should be allowed to see the information, and 13.6% said that

the information should be disclosed for access via the Internet.

Q11: What do you think of the crime recurrence prevention system for sex crime offenders? (single

answer)

15.3

13.6

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%
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90%

100%

The Ministry of Justice should keep information about the release of
[Ipeople witha history of sex crime offenses to itself. The
information should not be provided to police.

Police should share the information. Support the Ministry of
Justice’s decision.

The information should also be disclosed to parties concerned with
public security in communities, such as municipal government and
school officials.

[ The information should be disclosed to community residents upon
request.

I The information should be disclosed for access via the Internet.

[71 Others

[[1Don’t know

N=1180



Dream up the future,

Disclosure of Informaﬁon on People With a History of Sex Offenses (by Age)
g

® By age, more respondents in their 40s and 50s Q11: What do you think of the crime recurrence prevention system

said that the information should be disclosed for sex crime offenders? (single answer)
to parties concerned with public security in 0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
communities such as municipal government i i i :
and school officials as well as the police than 20-24 _ | 128
people in their 20s and 30s. 2529 _ s 06 5

® [n contrast, younger people in their 20s and 2034 _ o3 0 2(/5 :
30s tended to support the option of making the . )
information accessible via the Internet more ©35-39 _ 146 212 2936
than middle-aged and older people. B 5

®  The most conservative view that the
information should be kept to the Ministry of oo _ 7 = &
Justice was supported by a greater proportion 50_54 _ e
of respondents in their 50s. S /

®  These results indicate roughly that younger o ,
people want the proactive disclosure of 60 or over. _ 108 | 68 | 54
information on people with a history of sex The Ministry of Justice should keep information about the release of people with a history of sex

[Jcrime offenses to itself. The information should not be provided to police.

Police should share the information. Support the Ministry of Justice’s decision.

iz The information should also be disclosed to parties concerned with public security in communities,
such as municipal government and school officials.

ElThe information should be disclosed to community residents upon request.
[1The information should be disclosed for access via the Internet.

[1Others

[1Don’t know

crime offenses.

N=1180
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Social Impact of the Crime Recurrence Prevention System against Sex Crimes

®  Asked about the potential impact of the crime recurrence prevention system through the provision of information on
people with a history of sex crime offenses, 70% of respondents said that they believe the new system will contribute to
crime deterrence, followed by 38.5% who cited that it would enhance community residents’ self-defense consciousness.
These results indicate that high expectations are placed on the crime recurrence prevention system.

®  38.5% of respondents voiced their concern over the possible obstruction of the rehabilitation of released convicts into
society, while 23.3% of respondents were concerned about violation of human rights and the privacy of offenders.

Q12: What will be the impact on society of the crime recurrence prevention system for sex crime offenders that
was decided to be introduced? (multiple answers)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Deter crimes, including recidivism ’—70_ 3
Enhance self-defense consciousness of individuals ?\ 38 5

Obstruct rehabilitation of regenerated released convicts into society 340

Improve public security

Potentially violate human rights and privacy of offenders
Strengthen a sense of unity among community residents
Violation of double punishment banned by the Constitution
Less attention given to rehabilitation education at prisons
Others

Don’t know N=1180
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Social Trends for Strengthened Measures to Maintain Public Security

When asked about the pros and cons of social trends for strengthening efforts to maintain public security, including the
installation of security cameras, increased number of police officers and the crime recurrence prevention system for sex
crime offenders, 32.9% of respondents said that such efforts should be promoted aggressively, 34.2% said that they were
unavoidable for ensuring safety, 27.8% said that some restrictions should be imposed to prevent Japan from becoming a
surveillance society, and 2.3% said that such efforts should be discontinued.

These results indicate a social trend that is by and large positive about the trend toward reinforced public security while
entertaining some concern about becoming a surveillance society.

Q13: What do you think of reinforced measures in favor of public security, including the
installation of security cameras, the increase in the number of police officers and the
crime recurrence prevention system? (single answer)

32.9 21.8 2.3
2,2

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

1 Should be promoted aggressively to boost public security

Not desirable but inevitable for the sake of safety

E Shoulc} b%{){)omote_d under the conditionthat some restrictions are imposed on police activity to prevent
Japan from becoming a surveillance society

= Should be discontinued as thev lead to a surveillance society
L Others N=1180
[1 Don’t know
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